In 196 1, at Cooke's urging, President Kennedy requested Congress to establish within the NIH an institute that we now know as the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.
When the Clinical Research Center (CRC) program was established at the NIH in 1959, no provision was made for pediatric CRCs. It was Cooke who almost single-handedly rectified this omission through his influence in the Kennedy administration and Congress.
As a member of the National Commission for Protection of Human Subjects, Cooke was instrumental in developing ethical guidelines for research on children. His interests and efforts in bioethics and his role in The Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation played a role in founding the Kennedy Bioethics Center at Georgetown.
Some of you may recognize this hard bench (Fig. 2) , a relic of the Harriet Lane Home outpatient clinic, but I speak now of other hard benches, the sorrows of our personal lives, which, as Phyllis Theroux reminds us, we do not seek, but which are thrust upon us. Our awardee today has endured and overcome many such hard benches, testimony to his courage, intelligence, energy, and, above all, his human spirit.
We thank you, Bob, for establishing standards of clinical excellence; for demonstrating that pediatric departments must advance knowledge, not just preserve and transmit it; for having transformed public and professional attitudes toward the retarded; and for reminding us that children, as the most dependent persons in our society, require compensatory efforts and rights and that care, not cure, is a major part of medicine.
On behalf of all pediatricians and children, The American Pediatric Society is honored to present you with The John Howland Award. 
